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The challenges and opportunities facing museums in Saudi Arabia in discovering a rich cultural heritage.
Abstract.
Cultural heritage is defined as an expression of the way of life adopted by people in a specific community and is usually passed from one generation to another. There are both tangible and intangible elements of cultural heritage, and these include objects, customs, standards, places, values as well as artistic expressions. The importance of cultural heritage is underscored by all communities, and hence, people strive to bring a halt to the challenges which might interfere with it and make use of the available opportunities. In the dynamic world, museums are regarded as centers whereby the tangible aspects of cultural exchange such as artifacts and exhibitions are kept, and hence, these institutions are being used as the basis of discovering and preserving peoples' rich cultural exchange. Despite the fact that museums are striving to preserve and aid people in discovering their cultural heritage, they are faced with adverse challenges such as lack of enough materials, negative attitude of people towards them and their limited number also reduces access.
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Introduction.
Anderson(2014; p 31 ), asserts that in the definition of a museum, it is prudent to focus on aspects of concern to culture as well as the history of the people. Museums across the world and specifically in Saudi Arabia have been making efforts to preserve resources on cultural heritage. Also, the museums in Saudi Arabia seek to make use of the available opportunities such as diverse cultural practices and the growing need of the citizens to get back to their culture in the attempt to preserve cultural heritage. In most cases, the museum professionals make use of the tangible objects or artifacts in the bid to discover and preserve the cultural heritage of all people. Both the tangible and intangible artifacts supplement each other in discovering and  preserving the cultural heritage of  the people (Kreps,2009, 194). The museums in Saudi Arabia seek to define the cultural heritage of the citizens which is usually based on Islamic culture and the historical role of the citizens in ancient trade.
Opportunities.
Through the effective use of  Internal Council of museums, the museums in Saudi Arabia will be able to define their roles, mission, vision, and objectives effectively. The museums, therefore, seek to discover and preserve the cultural heritage of the people, and this is a very critical opportunity. It is argued that that the primary role of museums is to attract the cultural heritage of the people and to attract tourists and as such, museums are tasked to discover and preserve cultural heritage of all citizens before other opportunities are enjoyed
Saudi Arabia has a large number of museums. Some of the main museums in Saudi Arabia include; National Museum, Al, Madina Museum, King Abdulaziz Historical Center, Scitech Technology Center, Saqer-Aljazirah Aviation Museum among others ( Exell & Wakefield ,2016). In this case, the museums are able to avail both the tangible and intangible cultural heritage tools for all people to access them and learn.
Currently, museums all over the globe have sought to use digitalization in presenting their artifacts and hence, those in Saudi Arabia should make use of this opportunity. Through this digitalization, the museums in Arabia will be able to make high-quality images through electronic mediums, and hence, this  will reduce cases of wear and tear for the artifacts. In digitalizing operations, the museums will be able to enhance access and improve preservation.
Museums also take advantage of events such as the Saudi National Heritage and Cultural Development campaign and the Saudi Archaeological Expo in presenting tangible object to the citizens and hence, exposure to these objects leads to education, discovering and cultural preservation.
Challenges.
Despite the fact that the museums are striving to take advantage of the available opportunities in the discovery and preservation of cultural heritage of the people; they are still faced with adverse challenges. The challenges are as below;
The museums in Saudi Arabia do not have enough materials especially those of concern to the intangible cultural heritage and due to this, the effective preservation of cultural heritage of all people have not been achieved. Exell & Wakefield (2016, pg 71),argue that  private individuals in Saudi Arabia have risen to accumulate their own collections of cultural artifacts and this leads to competition with the museums. Private collecting has increased at the expense of the public collecting of museums and hence, the museums do not therefore collect enough artifacts.
Due to modernization, many citizens in Saudi Arabia do not underscore the importance of museums. In most cases, there is an argument that museums and assets presented therein are old fashioned on traditionally based. In addition, there are some citizens who argue that they can learn cultural aspects from electronic and print media hence the relevance of museums is undermined and as such, only a few citizens visit the institutions and others do not visit them at all. Since cultural heritage is transmitted from one generation to the next, and the current generation does not value the same, then it is unlikely for the cultural heritage to be discovered and preserved.
Some museum professionals also lack the necessary human resource commitment in the collection and the preservation of tangible and intangible cultural heritage materials in museums and hence, this leads to the reduction of the number of objects. When there are not enough materials in museums, then the objectives of transmitting, discovering and preserving cultural heritage for all people is not achieved ( Exell & Wakefield , 2016).Saudi Arabia is apparently a developing country and it is evident that the country lacks enough knowledge of matters concerning the museum world. As a developing country, the experts in Saudi Arabia therefore require time in educating the citizens concerning the relevance of museums and also in accumulating enough assets in their museums for preserving cultural heritage.
 Conclusion.
Saudi Arabia is a developing country but possesses crucial archaeological and historical assets which should be harnessed in the preservation of the country’s cultural heritage. Some of the main archeological sites include; Marid Castle, Al-Rabadha, Madain Saleh and hence, museum professionals have an opportunity to gather materials from these areas.  The preservation of cultural heritage is apparently the primary objective of museums in Saudi Arabia and also in other parts of the globe, and hence, all curators and the museum professionals must seek to achieve this objective. In the preservation of cultural heritage, the museums take advantage of opportunities such as well defined roles, digitalization, and a couple of cultural heritage functions such as the Saudi National Heritage and Cultural Development campaign and the Saudi Archaeological Expo for showcasing cultural assets. It is however evident that this role is not achieved per se due to challenges such as the negative attitude of people towards museums, lack f full access, lack of enough materials and poor or lack professional commitment. If the museum professionals harness the available opportunities, all citizens in Saudi Arabia will be exposed to aspects of the museum world and also understand its relevance.
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